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Review of Drive Day
Drive Day to Poowong – Sunday 22nd August 2004

Under an overcast sky, members rolled up at Robert Lane Honda on the Nepean Highway at Brighton. Soon
after 10am, we formed a convoy of 8 cars consisting of S2000s, Integras and my Prelude.

We cut an easterly path to the South Gippsland Highway through light Sunday morning traff ic. After
regrouping a number of times, we made steady progress south towards Lang Lang. Eight shiny Hondas in a
row must have been quite a sight to other motorists. The weather couldn’ t quite hold out with a few light
showers keeping the hoods up on the S2000s.

As the traff ic thinned out further from Melbourne’s CBD, we filed off at a leisurely pace onto the back roads
towards Poowong. The scenery was a beautiful green mix of light bush and agricultural pursuits. The
asparagus farm was a notable enterprise amongst the cropping and grazing but we didn’ t drop in. All i n all , it
was a very pretty country of rolli ng hill s and gentle valleys. The roads were in good condition and good sign
posts made for an easy exercise in navigation.

With the Poowong main street as our parking lot, we descended on the pub for lunch. A hearty country feed
accompanied by a brew followed. The conversation was relaxed with members discussing a multitude of
topics. It also proved to be a good opportunity for people to renew their club membership. While a couple of
members left early, another joined us in his black NSX.

As the time came to move on, the weather started to close in. The country side remained picturesque as we
looped back to the highway maintaining a comfortable speed. Back on the highway towards Melbourne and
the clouds got dark, heavy and closer to the Honda train. Thankfully, no had a box full of neutrals or chronic
engine failure to ruin the good mood of the day.

Close in to Melbourne as the traffic built up, the group split up to make pit lane in whichever suburb that
happened to be. Thanks go to Markus Belkin for organising a relaxed and highly sociable day out under
Honda power.

Adrian.
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Above: Poowong main street with the pub in the background
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Above: Another view of assembled Hond a power at Poowong

R Spec Tyres
What constitutes an R spec tyre ?

They are racing tyres that have been designed specifically for road racing events, such as Targa Tasmania,
and need to have all round performance.

If we consider the structure of an R spec tyre, it has extremely stiff sidewalls to combat sidewall flex when
the tyre is stressed in extreme driving conditions, such as competition. The bead fill er material usually
extends further up the sidewall than on a road tyre – again to help the tyre resist sidewall flex in racing.
In Toyo R spec tyres, the rigidity is achieved by using steel belts in the sidewall .

The rubber compound of an R spec tyre is a race compound, and is generally softer than a road tyre.
The technology of these compounds has gone down a different pathway than road tyres – there is no need for
additives such as Sili con in race tyres because of their inherent extremely good road grip.
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The R spec tyres may have a range of compounds available to suit different conditions, for example the use
of softer compound tyres in colder weather is advantageous as they will come up to the proper operating
temperature and produce faster lap times. The wear on the tyre will also be less and more even.
Ascertaining the correct compound to use for the conditions can only be done with the use of a tyre
pyrometer – a device that reads the temperature of the rubber of the tyre. The use of a pyrometer is also
invaluable in checking the suspension settings of a car to ensure that they are correct.

In general, the basic design of an R spec tyre is a slick racing tyre with grooves cut into it to allow water to
escape in rainy conditions. The shoulders of the R spec tyre are often rounded to assist the car in turning into
corners, and complementing the negative camber that is essential to set on a car to maintain the tyre foot
print as flat as possible.

The R spec tyre makes an incredible difference to a car with a well -designed and competent “ race-type”
suspension, such as a Honda S2000. My own personal experience has been such that I was amazed at the
transformation of our car after we fitted R spec tyres. The difference was so great that it prompts me to think
that Honda must have done all the set-up work in developing the S2000 on R spec tyres.
I am sure other members of our club who have driven on both types of tyres will confer with this.

If anyone has a question or requires more information – please call me on 0438 687 613.

Markus Belkin.
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Technical Evening at Robert Lane Hond a This event (previously scheduled for July) is still planned to go ahead
before the year is out. Keep an eye on www.hsccv.org.au for details.

Register your interest to attend a dyno day at G&D Performance in Cranbou rne    

November 14th 2004:Track Day at Winton A day to use your car for what it was designed to do; be driven to the limit.
The day will be focused on un-timed driver training in the morning and sprints in the afternoon to cater for every interest
within the club.

December 2004: Christmas BBQ at Meridian Motorsport showroom/worshop.
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Advertising………………………………………………………… ….

Talbot Motors Honda
400 Johnston Street
ABBOTSFORD, VIC, 3067
Phone (03) 9419 2666

10% Discount on parts and
servicing

Trackday Motorsport
Motor sport tyre and preparation
service for Club level motor sport
enthusiasts. Honda S2000 specialist.
Services: (Mark Cravino)
Mandrel bent custom exhaust
Performance brake pads & fluids
Routine/maintenance servicing
Tyre fitting/balancing/wheel alignment
Tyres (race spec) from Pirelli, Toyo
Bridgestone and Yokohama.
Markus Belkin - phone 0438 687 613

Bay Road Exhaust
Centre
304 Bay Rd Cheltenham 3192
Mark Cravino (03) 9585 4833
8am to 5:30pm - Monday to Friday
9am to 12:30pm – Saturday

20% Discount on any exhaust
and suspension repairs or
modifications
Mark Cravino offers Honda Type R
& S2000 servicing and is well
qualified from being the mechanic
for GTP driver David Woods (ITR,
S2K & WRX STi)

Donnellans
www.donn ellans.com.au

Box Hill – Ph: 9898 9591
Collingwood – Ph: 9417 5527
Oakleigh – Ph: 9569 0834
Preston – Ph: 9480 0044

Will beat any real quote on tyres as
well as offering discounts, which will
vary depending on dealer specials.
Donnellans also specialise in wheel
alignments and balancing as well as
brakes and exhaust systems.
VACC Accredited Tyre Dealer

Robert Lane Honda
1 Tovan Akas Avenue
BRIGHTON, VIC, 3186
Phone (03) 9563 9999

10% Discount on parts and
servicing
VACC Accredited Automobile Dealer

Eastern Honda
572 Doncaster Road
DONCASTER, VIC, 3108
Phone (03) 9856 1333

15% Discount on parts and
servicing
VACC Accredited Automobile Dealer

Euro Image
296 Chesterville Rd
MOORABBIN, VIC, 3189
Phone (03) 9553 6663
FREE cut and polish with any
work over $500.
VACC Accredited Body Repairer

Le Tour Cycles

145 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood
Victoria, 3134
Phone (03) 9870 6267
http://www.letour.com.au/
15% Discount

HSCCV Apparel

Show your affiliation by choosing
that special item of clothing
embroidered with the HSCC logo
Shirts (chambray)       $40
Caps       $15
Polo tops (short sleeve)    $35

Other interesting items are available
from http://australia-
goldcoast.com/s2000mats/. In
particular they have a roof well mat
and single piece floor mats that are
made in Oz. Imported goodies
include aero screens (rear air
deflectors), dead pedals (to match
the other alloy pedals) and leather
console covers.



2004 Membership Applications

2004 membership applications are available. All memberships expired on the 31st of March. As a CAMS
affiliated club, membership of the HSCCV represents excellent value as it allows you to obtain a CAMS
racing li cence and participate in just about any CAMS run event in Australia (subject to club and event rules
and regulations). By comparison, HSCC membership is approximately half that of other CAMS affiliated
clubs. A membership application / renewal form is attached below. Please complete and return, together with
funds, to Honda Sports Car Club of Victoria PO BOX 325
Richmond Vic 3121

HONDA SPORTS CAR CLUB of VICTORIA Inc.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL

Name(s):                                                                                                                                   .

Address:                                                                                                         Postcode:            .

Email:                                                                                                                                         .

Phone: A.H.                                       B.H.                                           Mobile                            .

Date(s) of Birth:                                           Vehicle(s): Reg. Numbers:                                     .
.

Please tick here if you only wish to receive newsletters by mail : †

I hereby c ertify tha t I will ab ide by the rules and regula tions of the Honda Sports Car Club
of Vic toria Inc .

Signed: _______________________________________________   Dated: _____________

Membership Fees:  Full: Owners of Honda Spor ts Cars $50.00 per year
or
Associate: Others $40.00 per year
plus
Joining fee $25.00 once only

     TOTAL $__________
Please return to: The Membership Secretary
Honda Sports Car Club Of Victoria Inc.
PO BOX 325
Richmond  VIC  3121

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Off i ce Use): Date Received: ______________________


